SIR,— Since its not often
that one reads about
anarchists in the Cork
Examiner, we were a little
disappointed with the news
story you recently carried
concerning the British
anarchist newspaper,
- Blackfiag, and the Papal
visit to Holland. Once again
we felt, it was the ‘image’ of
anarchists as being violent
and against everything
that was being highlighted.
For the sake of fairness
then, we hope you will
allow us the space briefly to
put our case.
- Anarchists are those
socialists who are also
-against authoritarian rela-
tions in society. Because we
stand against the notion
that “one must do as one is
told, without question”, an
anarchist society would

~have the greatest degree of
individual and social free-
dom possible. By implica-
tion also we stand for an
economic system where
workers would not have
bosses or employers but
would themselves own in-
dustry and the wealth it

The capxtahst system we
live in now puts profits
before all else. Workers are
-made redundant most
often not because there is
no -work for them, but
because it increases the
profit margins for indi-
vidual employers to cut the

workforce as much as pos-

sible. Because of this

‘profit before penpie’ basis

" to capitalism thousands go
"hungry and even die (in:

countries like the Sudan
and Ethiopia) while food
remains in warehouses and
is even destroyed to keep
up market prices.

To the extent that reli-
gion defends this state of
affairs by encouraging the

poor to accept “their lot in.

society”, then we oppose it.
We believe that the work-
ing class must demand
change and an end to the
inequality and injustice

SURPRISED
ANARCHISTS

‘that is all around. But

unlike other “socialists” we
place nc faith in “elected
representatives” doing this
for the working class.
Rather we look to workers
themselves to take the
lead, to represent them-
selves.

The ideas of anarchism
have had a venerable his-
tory in the world. From
Petrograd in 1817 to Barce-
lona in 1936 we have stood
for freedom and equality —
the emancipation of
Labour. That emancipation
has yet to be realised. It
does not exist in Russia or

China or even in Cuba.
Rather, workers in these
countries have as little
control over the way things
are run and how wealth is

‘distributed as they have in

eland.

"We have only been able to
sive a necessary . brief
account of what anarchism
stands for here, but for
anyone interested we have
produced a pamphlet called
“Anarchism and Ireland”,
which we will gladly send to
anyone who sends us £1.00
to cover cost and postage.

KEVIN DOYLE,
Workers Sohdanty Move-
ment, .
Cork Branch,
24 Sullivan’s Quay,
Cork.




Oppression’s fire

SIFE. — Kevin Dovle in hs
ietter {Examiner, June 28).
endeavouring tec excuse the
ey.istence of anarachists in
our pohitica!l life opens with
the remarkabie statemen:
that it is not often we reac
abou: anarchists 1n the
Cork Examiner ™

Of course we read about

¢tnex. anc this form of
1errOrISIN aimost every day
of the week. in tact the
ireguent acts of wiolem
terrorism are evidence of a
ver SICh somery whick g
large.extent. can. be attr-
buted tu the anmarchist
mentality

M:r Dovle like mam
ather mMisguidec dreamers.
write!  2Dpout ending in-
‘ecuality ang injustice by
promotion o! th-

e

dangerous
nationa! anc
governmen! administre-
ton in tne hands of ¢he
wOrkKers taemseives woulc
anc coulc bring abou: arn
enc to ali form of inustice

One needs but t¢ examine
the rocoras of countnies
subjected to the so-caliec
“libecration’ process coun-
tries like Russié ' power to
tne workers:. Hungam and
Poianc. tc nam« bu: & rew
t¢ note the fate of -tne
UNioriuNEL WOTRer: wnc
fali tor wmd tvpe of pro
paganac. 1t was
ceses. trom the politica!
irving pan inte the fire o‘

tneory tina:
internationa,

- Oppression

He turther states
we  piace no taitn o
e CTeG renresentyatives the

iral

tha: -

WOTREDS

wil. represen-
themseives

Tkat's the kerne! of the

. anarchist scene The his-
tory of anarchism shows
cicarly that elections as we
know them. are unknown
— democracy dies in the
name of democracy This is
the very form of “freedom"
that we al! wish to avoic.
the fruitlessness of atremp-
ting to create order out o!
the confusion of anarchy
. Regarding Mr Dovle's re-
ference to the success of
this poiicy in Barcelona in
183€ the notec writecd.
George Orwell. who partics
pated in this struggle. telis
us that hnhe was
appointed with the exper:
ence and realised tha! hac

dis-

Francc not been viciloriou:
the communsts.
anc the anarcnists wouic
pave to fight ali over again
arcong themseives to
decide whe¢ wouic rule
Spain — as z2n active fign:-
er on the spot, he certainiv

Wrote witn autioriny
1t 1s arn historica: fac:
tna: tnoss parues icuzh:

severeiy among themseives
‘withou: the remcties:
chance o! umity. anc tmi:
was t0 & Qegres. . Cop-
tmbutng Jactor \n France «
victors

Your correspondent con.-
Men:s On ine 10ea: pOsINIO:
whers« WOrKe2r: would
have no bosses™ whien tne
anarchists gei t¢ power
One can withou' difiicui
see  waere the coniusion
would arise in suct: arn
utteriyv infantue sitcanon
& pre-n-tne-shy - aevejop
mend: wners poss;biy 8n
INQUSIral —oncerr  with

sociaists -

say. 750 workers would rurn
smoo(hI\ and suc"escrul.\
“witnou! bosses " May the
good Lord protect us from
Such 4arn experience

I'd like tw ciose with, a
very simple query to Kewvir,

Dovie. wouid he be good
enough to tel: us where
there 1s a countmy now

beinag governecd toialr b
anarchists wnere tne wore.
ers are running tne countm
“without pbosse<” ang that
equality anc justice reign:
supreme”

We aiready know of seve.
rai countr:e: wnere suct
Prom;ses were made t(¢ tne
WOrKers bui tia- succes
anc 0% Promises Ireegor:
15 NOW Turtne: oway
ever

That

Over to vou. M:
M 2

Dovie
DOOLAN,
Cors.
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\ Sir,- Mr Doolan in hns
letter to the Examiner of
July 18, concludes with a
“simple query.” He asks:
“Where is there a country
now being governed totally
by anarchists, where the
workers - are running the
country without bosses and
that equality and justice
reign supreme?”
Let me, in turn, ask him
an even simpler question.
Can Mr. Doolan name any
capitalist - country - that
- doesn’t have large-scale
 poverty, that doesn’t have
unemployment and that
doesn't have a homeless
problem? I'm sure he can't.
. The south currently has a
recognised poverty level of
one million people. Un-
employment stands at 17%,
-and is getting worse, but
more -indicative . . . 3,000
people are homeless in the
south while thousands of
building workers are
forced to sign on the dole
for “lack of work.” Even
the U.S.A. —that “success”
story of capitalism
admits by its own federal
statistics to having 30 mil-
lion on the poverty line.
Where, . . pray tell, is the
Justice ' ‘and equallty of
"that?

But the situation is even
worse. Despite the fact that
there is more wealth in the

world today, to feed every-
one, twice or three times
over for their lifetime
(U.N. figures), a record
number of people (in the
order of millions) will die

this year of starvation.

Why? Mr. Doolan offers no
answers.

The Workers Solidarity
Movement does not hesi-
tate to lay the blame with
capitalism. Precisely be-
cause the wealth of the
world is owned by a few
and, more to the point,
because the means for pro-
ducing wealth is owned by a
minority who have no other
interest than in making
themselves.richer, millions
go hungry and die. Such a
system, which Mr. Doolan
upholds, is an abomination.

Mr. Doolan holds the
spectre of Russia and the
Eastern Bloc up to haunt
us. His point is obvious; he
seeks to deny the possibil-
ity of any change for the
better in the direction of
socialism. He hopes, there-
by, to debunk the notion
that workers could change
society and manage it in
their own interests. After
all, since Russia has failed
to live up to its promises,

" isn't the idea of socialism

itself a dead end?
The myth that Russia

and the Eastern Bloc coun-

tries are socialist is a
powerful ohe. But it is no
more than that — a myth.
The state capitalism of the
Eastis in no way preferable
to the “private” capitalism
of the West. It is just as
bad.

Anarchists lay the blame
for the defeat of the 1917
Revolution in Russia with
the Bolshevik government
which systematically sup-
pressed the factory com-
mittees and ‘“soviets,” the
very basis of the new social-
ist society there.

As has been ably demons-
trated by Solidarity in

Poland, workers in the
East can and will fight
their “communist” bosses.

But Mr. Doolan may be
disappointed to know that
at its height Solidarity
never called for a return to
his much-lauded Western
capitalism but for “social-
ism to be put into practice
by workers themselves.”
That more than sums up
what anarchists have to
say on Eastern Europe.
Mr. Doolan engages in
more waffle when he com-
ments in his letter, on the
Spanish Revolution of 1936
and what George Orwell
has to say about it. He does,
to an extent, make one
valid point — Orwell wrote
with authority on the civil

war and revolution.

His book, Homage to
Catalonia, is well worth a
read. But let’'s be clear
about one thing: Orwell
was not disappointed in
what he saw in Spain. In
fact, he pays tribute to the
anarchists as being the
backbone c{ the revolution
and the resistance to
Franco. H« states, in page 8
and 9 of the above book,
that Barcelona —
was under the control of
the anarchists at the time
— “was something start-
ling and overwhelming. It
was the i{irst time I had
ever been in a town where
the working class was in
the saddle. He goes on to
state that ““he recognised it
immediately as a state of
affairs worth fighting for.”

So it seems then that Mr.
Doolan is deliberately mis-
representing Orwell to jus-
tify his opinions on the
events in Spain. He also
seems to have forgotten
that the anarchist move-
ment in Spain had a
membership of close to one
million workers at the out-
break of the Civil War in
'36. They were organised in

the anarchist union, the
CNT.
Clearly, as Mr. Doolan

would like us to believe,
these one million ‘“mis-

which”,

guided dreamers.”
‘“Misguided’’ because
they questioned the wealth

and power of a small,.

corrupt minority ably sup-
ported by an equally cor-
rupt Catholic Church and,
no doubt, “dreamers,” be-
cause they could quite
easily foresee a society
where the wealth they pro-
duced would be equally
distributed.

To be sure also, the
anarchists fought bitterly
against the Spanish Com-
munist Party whom Orwell
pinpointed as the “fascists”
of the Republican zone.

Mr. Doolan attempts to
link the anarchist tradition
to terrorism. What does he
mean? Is he talking about
the Shi'ites and the Sikhs,
or is he talking about
Reagan and Thatcher.

It is Reagan who recently
pushed through a $33 mil-
lion support package for
the Contras in Nicaragua.
The Contras, as it is well
known, are a paramilitary
army set up specifically to
overthrow the popularly-
elected Sandinista govern-
ment by force of arms.

- Their methods have been to

murder and terrorise
Nicaraguan peasants and
workers.

Or does Mr. Doolan mean -
Thatcher who callously

: Doolan

ordered the sinking of the
Belgrano with the loss of
800 lives and who instituted
the “shoot to kill” policy in
the North. If it is Reagan
and Thatcher that Mr.
is reading about
every day then let me
assure him that, as a
matter of hygiene, we
would have nothing to do
with them.

Secondly, Mr. Doolan’ ac-
cuses the anarchists of
supporting the end of ““elec-
tions as we know them.”
Certainly he is right to the
extent that we think that
the ‘‘democracy’ that
exists at present is a farce.
What does it amount to?
The opportunity every four
years (roughly) to pick
between political parties
that all support capitalism,
though with different
amounts of window dres-
sing. Even the Workers
Party goes no further than
calling for nationalisation
and a more equitable tax
system.

That is not socialism. But
Mr. Doolan is wrong if he
thinks we are against
democracy. On the contrary
we are for it, but in a much
more extensive form than
at present. We have no
~ control over the politicians

we elect. They do whatever -

they want once elected —

Capltahsm Fascism and Communism — by an Anarchist

“broken promises” are the
order of *the day. In|an
anarchist society, workers
would elect their own dele-
gates to carry out their
wishes. Moreover these
would be accountable 'and
they would get no more
‘‘wages'’ than workers
themselves. Quite a con-
trast to now!

Mr. Doolan has no faith
in the ability of the wprk-
ing class. to run society
“withcut bosses.” The con-
trary is our belief. Such an
anarchist society, based on
socialism and freedom.
would give everyone,
irrespective of colour, sex
or background, an oppor-
tunity to have a decent life
free from want and misery.

Let Mr. Doolan invoke
whoever he wants to pro-
tect himself: against this
eventuaity tbut we res-
pectfully suggest that a
trip to Ballinspittle is in
order.

After all, commonsense
has been turned on its head
there.

Kevin Doyle
Solidarity

Movement
- Cork Branch
24 Sullivar's Quay,

Cork.
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now closed Letters’
Editor

Workers



